
 

1 

 

Cross Roads Camp Sunday  
Sunday, May 9, 2021 

 
We are so glad you are worshipping with us today on this Camp Sunday! 

 

 
Welcome and Invocation 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit, the Three in One, we 
welcome you to worship. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. First, let us use one of our camp 
confessions and then we will pray using words familiar to many of us. 
 
Whisper Box Confession 
 
Let us pray. Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 
life. Amen. 
 
Gathering Song: “Every Move I Make”  
 
Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
God unheld by word or wall; power of love beyond all lords of war: lift us from dullness and 
cynical contempt; make us ready for your Spirit of transforming fire; and turn our hearts to 
the mending of the world; through Jesus Christ, the name above all names. Amen. 
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First Reading: Acts 10: 44-48 
 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues 
and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 
Song: “Step by Step” 
 
Gospel Reading: John 15: 9-17 
 
9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be complete. 
 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another. 
 
Sermon: Anthony Briggs, Executive Director 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
Let us confess our faith first using the words of the Apostles’ Creed and then by singing 
together “I Believe, I Do Believe”: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sung Creed: “I Believe, I Do Believe” 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all 
Christian churches. Today we pray for the people and congregations of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Newark and the New Jersey Synod, for Bishop Carlye Hughes and Bishop Tracie  
Bartholomew and for the entire Episcopal Church and Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth 
with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and 
soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your 
word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of 
the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are 
sick or suffering. Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards 
life-changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying and 
comfort the mourning. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering 
people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who 
grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Sabbath God, we give thanks for time and places for relaxation, retreat, and renewal. Bless 
the ministry of Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center. Strengthen the staff, bless Anthony, 
the Executive Director, and surround all the Cross Roads family in your love. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with 
thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them 
in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom 
and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Call for the Offering 
Thank you for your support of your local congregation as well as Cross Roads. For more 
information on how to give online, visit www.crossroadsretreat.com/online-donation. 
 
Offertory Song: “Sanctuary” 
 
Blessing  
May the beauty of God be reflected in your eyes, the love of God be reflected in your hands, 
the wisdom of God be reflected in your words, and the knowledge of God flow from your 
heart, so that all might see, and in seeing, believe. Amen. 
 
Sending Song: “Firm Foundation” 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God and we will! 
 
 

 
Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center is a welcoming and inclusive community providing life changing 
and sacred adventures for renewal, growth, and joy. Cross Roads is a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Newark and the New Jersey Synod of the ELCA, and accredited by the American Camp Association. 

To learn more about Cross Roads, visit www.crossroadsretreat.com. 


