
CROSS ROADS SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION SHEET

We are glad that you will be part of the fun at Cross Roads this summer! The attached information should help you prepare for camp. Please take some time to review the information with your child. If you have any questions, please call Cross Roads at (908) 832-7264.

A PLACE AND PROGRAM FOR GROWTH

Cross Roads is an intentional Christian community and camping/retreat facility that is a joint venture of the New Jersey Synod of the E.L.C.A. and the Episcopal Diocese of Newark. Cross Roads’ summer camp program is designed to help campers grow physically, emotionally, and spiritually as they develop new skills, interests and friendships.

CAMPER BEHAVIOR

We are committed to creating a physically and emotionally safe place for all. To provide this, clear expectations for campers’ behavior are discussed with the campers upon arrival at camp. These include respect for others with no negative talk of others allowed. Should a camper exhibit behavior that is inappropriate, the staff have been trained to redirect the camper in a way that emphasizes a more positive and appropriate behavior. Corporal punishment is never used. 

If necessary the Director may discuss a behavior situation with a camper.  At times it is also helpful for us to contact the parents to provide insight into why a certain behavior is occurring and possible solutions. While it is our preferred practice that campers remain at camp, in rare cases a parent may be asked to remove a camper from the camp environment at the parent’s expense. In this event, no camp refunds will be made.

NOTE: The following situations will result in a camper being sent home immediately: possession and/or use of alcohol or drugs, possession and/or use of cigarettes, possession of weapons, physical harm to themselves or another person, running away from camp, theft or other behavior determined to be unacceptable. 

MAIL

Mail is very important to campers! A letter received within the first two days of camp would be greatly appreciated by your child. This means writing and mailing a letter before your child arrives at camp (or leaving a letter for them with us at Sunday registration).  To send a note to your child, simply address the letter to the camper at the camp’s address.  Because of the number of campers, we are unable to receive and distribute emails to campers through the camp email address. 

EMAIL

Another way for you to contact your camper is by sending email through Bunk1.com. Head to the “Summer Programs” section of our web page and you will find a link to get started. We distribute email every day, so if the mail system is too slow for you, this is a perfect option. (Please note: Campers do not have access to the Internet while at camp, so they will not be available to send out any emails.)
TRANSPORTATION

Transportation to and from camp is the responsibility of the camper’s parents. If you are caught in traffic and will be late, please call and leave a message.
CALLING

To allow campers to fully immerse themselves in camp life, campers are not permitted to make or receive  phone calls from camp - thus, cell phones are prohibited. If you need to contact your child in an emergency during the camp week, you may fax, call or email the camp office. If there is an urgent situation involving a camper, the camp administration will contact you directly.
VISITING
For similar reasons, we discourage visits during the camp session. However, in unusual circumstances, arrangements can be made by contacting the Director.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

The enclosed health form must be completed and brought with you to Sunday’s registration. No camper will be admitted to camp without this form. Our camp Health Supervisor will review all forms and see each camper on arrival day. All campers must have a health examination within 24 months of attending camp.  The back of the health form must be completed and signed by a physician. Parents are notified immediately if a health problem arises while their child is at camp.
MEDICATIONS

ALL MEDICATIONS, including over-the-counter medications such as Tylenol, first aid supplies, and poison ivy lotion must be given to the Health Supervisor upon arrival at camp.  All medications must be in the original container, bearing the pharmacy label, showing the prescription number, date filled, physician’s name, name of medication, directions for use and patient’s name.  All medications will be administered under the supervision of the Health Supervisor.  Information about medications must be on the health form

FOOD AT CAMP

If your child has any dietary restrictions, please note them on the health form. While we prepare nutritious and delicious food, camp food never seems exactly like food at home. We ask you to encourage your child to try new food. 

HOMESICKNESS 

Coming to camp may cause a brief case of homesickness.  We regard homesickness as a normal, healthy occurrence in a child. The staff is trained to be aware of each camper’s mood and emotional adjustment.  If a child is homesick, they talk with the child and try to help the child understand his/her feelings.  Efforts are made to involve the camper in the camp activities so he/she will be busy, have fun and feel secure with counselors, new friends and the outdoors.

Because of this, you may receive a “homesick letter”.  While campers are experiencing homesickness, they usually write home about their feelings. What to do?  DON’T PANIC or feel guilty about having sent your child to camp.  If you have not heard from camp, your child has probably already adjusted.  We encourage you to write a supportive letter.   If homesickness continues, the Directors will call the parents of any children who are having problems adjusting.
LOST AND FOUND

Please mark ALL of your child’s belonging.  If you discover something they have left behind, please contact the camp as soon as possible.  All lost and found will be kept at camp up to a week after the session ends. 
CANTEEN (CAMP STORE)

Although the campers are not allowed to have snacks in their cabins, the canteen is open every day for campers to purchase snacks. Additionally, it will be open on Friday evenings when parents arrive for the purchase of souvenirs. When you register on Sunday, we will collect your camper’s money (we recommend $20-$30 for the week) and will charge their purchases against their credit. 













